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do and what this President is about to
do in America’s best interest? More im-
portantly, Mr. Speaker, we, as elected
Representatives of approximately
600,000 people each across this country,
have to be able to ask ourselves the ul-
timate question: Can we go into that
family’s home when their son or daugh-
ter or mother or father or brother or
sister are sent home as a casualty of
this conflict and be able to justify the
job and the mission that they did?
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I am a strong supporter of our mili-
tary, Mr. Speaker, and proudly so, and
I will be a strong supporter if the
President deploys them there. But I do
not support the President’s policy, and
I do not believe he has made the case.

Let me say in closing, Mr. Speaker,
in coming to my conclusions 2 weeks
ago I had to rely on a friend of mine
who has been in Sarajevo for 3 years.
His name is John Jordan. He is a Rhode
Island volunteer firefighter. He went
over to Sarajevo because he heard that
the fire and emergency services person-
nel were being abused by the military
even though they were trying to serve
the Croats, Serbs, Muslems, all fac-
tions. He went over to volunteer to
help them. He ended up staying 3 years.

Mr. Speaker, he was featured by
ABC–TV as their person of the week for
the work that he did as a volunteer. He
brought 50 other Americans over with
him to help the Serbian fire brigade
with Keenan Slimmick, who was the
fire chief before he was assassinated.

John Jordan was shot twice while he
was in Sarajevo. He was beaten in the
chest with the blunt end of a rifle. He
had concussions, shrapnel wounds, but
stayed there helping all of the various
people in Sarajevo get decent medical
protection and protection from fires
and disasters.

We sent an airlift of supplies over to
him a year and a half ago., We sent
three or four fire trucks, rescue equip-
ment that had been donated from
around the country, to help him per-
form this mission in Sarajevo of hu-
manitarian aid to these people during
the time this President did nothing to
satisfy those concerns he spoke of last
night.

I asked John Jordan to come down to
Washington to tell me what he thought
we should do. John Jordan, American
citizen, after 3 years in Sarajevo, gave
me the following quote, Mr. Speaker,
which appeared in an AP wire story on
October 22 in regard to what we are
going to face in Bosnia. Every one of us
in this body have to understand in a
context of the quotes I have given what
John Jordan said will occur there:

‘‘We’re going to face some very, very
ugly, heavily armed, prone-to-violence
people who are totally unafraid of the
United States,’’ he said. ‘‘I’ve had more
than one Serb commander say to me, ‘I
really wish the U.S. instead of the
French were running the airport. If we
can just get enough of you in one place
at one time, we can kill 200 or 300 of

you, you’ll be out of this war forever,
and you won’t be a problem anymore.
You’ll leave just like you left Beirut.’ ’’

Mr. Speaker, that is a question we
have to wrestle with. Are our kids
heading for another Beirut? I hope not,
Mr. Speaker, and while I would like to
think that this Congress would have
the same ability that the Bundestag is
going to have, that the other par-
liaments, like Italy, are going to have
in approving of sending in of their
troops, we are not going to have that
because our President said our troops
are going with or without the support
of this Congress and with or without
the support of the American people.

But, Mr. Speaker, I can assure you of
one thing. He may send the troops, but
we will make sure that we do not have
a repeat of the debacle that occurred in
Somalia because our kids are not going
to be shortchanged, there is not going
to be some political decision determin-
ing what we will or will not send once
they are over there. If the commitment
is made and the troops are sent, then
they are going to get every bit of sup-
port that this body and our committees
in Congress can muster to make sure
that our troops are protected.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask our col-
leagues to consider what is about to
confront us both this week and next
week if, in fact, we have a vote. I am
considering legislation right now that I
may offer as an amendment if, in fact,
we have an up-or-down vote on Bosnia,
but again I would close by saying the
vote is not really going to matter, Mr.
Speaker, because the dice have already
been rolled, and the President has al-
ready made up his mind, the troops
have already been committed, and
those of us who have concerns are not
isolationists, we are not people who are
immoral, and we are not people who
think that there is not a proper role for
America to help provide security
throughout the world. We just question
the way that we got to where we are
and the decision of this President to
put 20,000 kids in harm’s way between
these warring factions that have been
at each other’s throats not for 4 years,
and not for one decade, but decade
after decade and century after century.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HEFNER (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today, on account of
medical reasons.

Mrs. FOWLER (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today, on account of illness
in the family.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. JOHNSTON of Florida) to

revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. ABERCROMBIE, for 5 minutes,

today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HUTCHINSON of Florida) to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. HUTCHINSON, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. MCINNIS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes

each day, today, and on November 29
and 30, and December 1.

Mr. DORNAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MANZULLO, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. KINGSTON, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at his own

request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. CUNNINGHAM, for 5 minutes,
today.
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EXTENSION OF REMARKS
By unanimous consent, permission to

revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(Mr. TRAFICANT, and to include there-
in extraneous material, notwithstand-
ing the fact that it exceeds two pages
of the RECORD and is estimated by the
Public Printer to cost $1,472.)

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. JOHNSTON of Florida) and
to include extraneous matter:)

Mr. WYNN.
Mr. STOKES.
Mr. SCHUMER in two instances.
Mr. TRAFICANT.
Mrs. MALONEY.
Mr. KILDEE in two instances.
Ms. NORTON.
Mr. TOWNS.
Mr. JACOBS.
Mr. LAFALCE.
Mrs. MEEK of Florida in two in-

stances.
Mr. BERMAN in two instances.
Mr. WILSON.
Mr. MURTHA.
Mr. STARK.
Mr. GEPHARDT.
Mr. POSHARD.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HUTCHINSON) and to in-
clude extraneous matter:)

Mr. SOLOMON.
Mr. MOORHEAD.
Mr. WOLF.
Mr. BEREUTER.
Mr. BASS.
Mr. BRYANT of Texas.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania)
and to include extraneous matter:)

Mr. BAKER of California.
Mr. OWENS.
Mr. BRYANT of Tennessee.
Mr. KIM.
Ms. MCCARTHY.
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ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight, reported that that
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